
Ofcer Nathan McCreary
Cobb County Police Department

MARIETTA - The Veteran’s Day Celebration Ceremony at the Jenny T. Ander-
sen Theater got a kick in the pants this year as R. Lee Ermey was a special 
guest speaker for the event.
The event was held to honor the United States military veterans in Cobb 
County and all of those abroad. The ceremony is an annual event, but this year 
was considerably special with the appearance of Gunny Sgt. Ermey. During 
his presentation Ermey called out to 
the troops, literally, refusing to use 
a microphone, and got into his drill 
instructor mode. He talked about 
the honor and sacrice it takes to 
serve in the military. Ermey gave a 
lesson on his military service and 
mentioned how honored he is to 
get to visit the troops serving over-
seas. He also reminded everyone 
that the Marine Corps birthday had 
just passed and how proud he is to 
be a Marine. Ermey settled down and 
spoke about his passion for the servicemen and women. He spoke on the 
Wounded Warrior Project and how he fought with Marines that were injured 
in Vietnam and he never knew what happened to them. The Wounded Warrior 
Project has linked with Caringbridge to  make free personalized web sites 
for injured military personnel to stay connected with friends and family by 
providing updated status and treatment reports. Ermey said he wants to see the 
Caringbridge program extended to law enforcement and re ghters as well as 
all public servants injured in the line of duty.  
Ermey is best known for his portrayal of  drill instructor Gunny Sergeant Hart-
men in the lm “Full Metal Jacket.” Ermey spoke to the audience about his 
military service in the United States Marines, as well as his career as an actor. 
Ermey served in the Marines from 1961 to 1972. He earned the rank of Staff 
Sergeant when he was medically retired.                            continued on page 6                       

R. Lee Ermey Thrills
for Veteran’s Appreciation Event

Gunny Sgt R. Lee Ermey talks to some of 
Cobb County’s Finest

Chief’s Message

The holidays and the end of 
the year always arrive quicker 
than expected and this year is 
no exception.  As we entered 
into the holiday season we 
began the increased patrol 
presence in our shopping 
areas to thwart crime and 
increase arrests of individuals 
responsible for our shopping 
crime increase.  The patrol in 
Zone 1 will end on December 
24th and we have extended 
the Zone 3 detail until Decem-
ber 31st.

During the holiday season it is 
important to remember those 
who may not be as fortunate 
as we are in the current 
difcult economic times.  I 
encourage all of you to take 
time to volunteer in any of 
the many worthwhile charity 
events that benet our com-
munity, examples are:  Habi-
tat for Humanity, Shop with 
a Hero, Shop with a Cop, or 
any events at local charities or 
churches.  The Cobb County 
Shop with a Cop, held on 
December 17, was another 
huge success and I appreciate 
the F.O.P.  and all of  our of-
cers who volunteered at this 
year’s event.

This  year has been difcult                   
                      continued on page 6



New Police Web-Site Goes Live

Ofcer Nathan McCreary
Cobb County Police Department

COBB COUNTY - The Cobb County Police Department’s new web site went live during the Thanksgiving Holidays. 
The new web site brings the police department’s site into the same layout as the rest of the county, but it will keep its 
domain as www.cobbpolice.com.

The new-look web site will have some 
of the same features as the old version, 
but it will also allow for additions to the 
web site. One of the new features are the 
new precinct pages with more informa-
tion for the public and a new Police 
Explorer web-site. Other features are the 
police department’s history, the P.E.N.S. 
Program pages, an online reporting 
page, where citizens can le commen-
dations, trafc complaints, and perfor-
mance feedbacks. They can also receive 
crime prevention tips.

Cobb County Web Master, Mike Lee, 
designed the web site and incorporated 
Flash animation to the web site, which 
makes the site appear more up-to-date 
and aesthetically pleasing. “We wanted to add some ashy stuff to the police web site, because we know that 
prospective ofcers often visit the site to nd out about the department. We wanted to make it a great recruiting tool, 
and I think we accomplished that,” said Lee.

Lieutenant Jimmy Stephens, commander of the High-Tech Crime Squad, will maintain the web site and looks forward  
to continuing to update the site. “This site will take about a month or two to weed out some of the issues and update 
the information. If ofcers see errors, they should contact me.” Stephens commented on the role of having a web 
site, “This site should reect the police ofcers in the department. I am open to any suggestions that ofcers have to 
improve the site. The intent of the new site is to streamline getting information to the public  as well as to reduce 
the phone calls to the police department. The site has a page, where citizens can give input to the police department 
regarding trafc complaints or crime tips. We will forward the information on to the appropriate unit,” said Stephens. 
“The majority of young people nd information online. It is the way to go. People look for instantaneous information 
by clicking on [the site]. If you have good information for the police; citizens can now ll out the forms online and 
free up an ofcer that would have been tied up for twenty minutes.” Lt. Stephens see the web site’s future changing 
over time to include expanded unit pages and a photo of the month, which would be submitted by ofcers. “I see the 
potential to put a tremendous amount of information out through our web site,” said Stephens. 
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HOLIDAY RECIPE
Cinnamon Chip Applesauce 

Coffeecake 
Sara Hunt
Cobb County Department of Public Safety

Ingredients: 

1 cup (2 sticks) butter or margarine, softened 
1 cup sugar 
2 eggs 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 
3/4 cup applesauce 
2-1/2 cups all-purpose our 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1-2/3 cups (10-oz. pkg.) HERSHEY’S Cinnamon Chips 
1 cup chopped pecans(optional) 
EASY GLAZE (recipe follows) or powdered sugar 

Directions:

1. Heat oven to 350°F. Lightly grease 13x9x2-inch baking pan.
2. Beat butter and sugar in large bowl on medium speed of mixer until well blended. Beat in eggs and vanilla. Mix in applesauce. 
Combine our, baking soda and salt; gradually add to butter mixture, beating until well blended. Stir in cinnamon chips and pecans, 
if desired. Spread into prepared pan.
3. Bake 30 to 35 minutes or until wooden pick inserted in center comes out clean. Cool completely in pan on wire rack. Drizzle with 
glaze or sprinkle with powdered sugar. 12 to 15 servings. 

EASY GLAZE: Stir together 3/4 cup powdered sugar and 1 to 2 tablespoons warm water. 

VARIATIONS:

FLUTED CAKE: Grease and our 12-cup uted tube pan. Prepare batter as directed; pour into prepared pan. Bake 45 to 50 minutes 
or until wooden pick inserted in thickest part comes out clean. Cool 15 minutes; invert onto wire rack. Cool completely.

CUPCAKES: Paper-line 24 mufn cups (2-1/2-inches in diameter) Prepare batter as directed; spoon into prepared cups. Bake 15 to 
18 minutes or until wooden pick inserted in center comes out clean. Cool completely.

Season’s Greetings
from Director Lloyd

I would like to thank everyone for all the hard work you do each day. These are certainly difcult economic times 
and I recognize the impact on our public safety family.  I wish I could talk about all the extra money in the budget, 
pay raises, and such, but the reality is we are in a slow economy and our department personnel should know and 
understand our position. Our entire county is feeling the crunch. The good news is we excel in the face of adversity 
and overcome tough situations on a regular basis. While we all would like more money, most of us are here because 
of the love for the job, dedication to the community, and the job security that comes with it. In times like this, there 
is always an increased need for public safety in the community. As budgets continue to be adjusted to better serve the 
future of our public safety departments, I am sure we can make a difference in the eld by doing little things that save.  
Let’s all be conscience of the economy and make daily efforts to cut waste and work more efciently. These small 
efforts make a huge difference if everyone participates. Thanks for all the hard work you 
guys do. It doesn’t go unnoticed. Happy Holidays to you and yours and be safe.
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Cobb Ofcer Named “Top Cop”

Sergeant L.G. Maddox
Cobb County Police Department

DOUGLAS COUNTY - From October 27th to October 29, 2008 several ofcers 
from the Cobb County Police SWAT Team participated in the Douglas County SWAT 
Roundup. The ofcers received training in entry and shooting skills over the course 
of the rst two days. On the third day, Ofcer Dahlquist competed in the Top Cop 
Competition. The course required the competitors to run the obstacle course (13 
obstacles) then sprint a quarter of a mile to the range. At the range, Ofc Dahlquist 
dressed in full SWAT gear with weapons (approximately 60 lbs) and dragged a dressed 
and weighted dummy for 50 yards. Once at the 50 yard line, he red six standing 
rie shots. He then proceeded to the pistol targets where he red 7 shots at various 
distances of 3 yards to 15 yards. One of the 7 shots was on a target that depicted 
a victim being held hostage by a suspect. He performed the course in less than six 
minutes and 30 seconds. 

Ofc Dahlquist is to be commended on his outstanding physical and mental conditioning that allowed him to complete 
the course with such a time. He represented the department well in winning the prestigious Top Cop Award in a eld 
of more than 20 competitors from several SWAT Teams.

Corporal James K. 
Dahlquist “Top Cop”

Detective Recognized by SAFEPATH

Major Paula Sparks
Cobb County Police Department

COBB COUNTY - Detective John McCraw received the prestigious VIP award from Coalition on Child Abuse 
Prevention/SafePath recently. McCraw was recognized for his continuous effort in the community dealing with 
physically and sexually abused children 
and also his guidance for the past two 
years as Chair of CCAP. 

Other award recipients included Cobb 
County Commission Chairman, Sam 
Olens and Tiffany Sawyer from Georgia 
Center for Child Advocacy. Olens was 
awarded the Crystal Gravel Award and 
Sawyer received the Prevention Award.
SafePath Executive Director Jinger 
Robins and the President of SafePath’s 
Board of Directors, Karen Baker, were 
on hand to thank the recipients and pres-
ent them with their respective awards.  Jinger Robins, Chairman Sam Olens, 

Tiffany Sawyer, Detective John McCraw, and Karen Baker
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Police Explorers Hold
Annual Banquet

Ofcer Nathan McCreary
Cobb County Police Department

COBB COUNTY - The third annual Cobb County Police Explorer Banquet was held recently at the Department of 
Public Safety Training Academy. The yearly event honors the Most Improved Explorer, Explorer of the Year, as well 
as the Adam Andrews Award. It is also a year in review and a look forward to the up-coming year for the Cobb 
Explorer Post.

The past year was a special one for 
the Cobb Explorer Post, as they reached 
new heights in competition and training 
standards. The post nished 2nd overall 
in the State Championship competition 
and earned three 1st place rankings 
during scenarios. The post also made 
a cross country trip to Fort Collins, 
Colorado to compete in the National 
Exploring Competition, held on the 
campus of Colorado State university. 
Another accomplishment of the post is 
its growth. Cobb’s post now has 19 
explorers, which is the most it has ever 
had in its history.

Explorer Sergeant Jackie Piper was highly recognized for her part in the post in 2008. Piper received a promotion 
from corporal to sergeant, as well as receiving Best Performance  and the Adam Andrews Award, which is voted 
on by her peers. The Adam Andrews Awards is named in honor of former Cobb Explorer Adam Andrews, who was 
killed in a car accident in 2006. 

Explorer Lieutenant Shelby Gann was presented with the Explorer of the Year Award and promoted from sergeant 
to lieutenant. Explorer Sergeant Karis Holt received Most Improved Explorer and was promoted from corporal to 
sergeant and Explorer Captain Brandon Reed was promoted from lieutenant to captain.

Other awards presented included two Eagle Scout ribbons to Corporal Stuart Pichette and Private Billy Vincent. 
Multiple explorers received recognition for their service to the community and the post.

If you would like more information regarding the Cobb Police Explorers, you can contact Ofcer Rusty Creamer, 
who is the lead advisor for the post.
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ERMEY continued from page one

Ermey received the rank of Gunnery Sergeant (E-7) in 2002 by the Commandant of the 
Marine Corps, making him the rst person to ever be promoted while retired. Ermey 
has a extensive list of movies he has acted in, including “The Boys from Company 
C,” “Mississippi Burning,”  “Fletch Lives,”   and “Saving Silverman,” which Gunny 
made it clear he did not want to talk about. He also 
has done some voice acting as the sarge of the toy 
soldiers in “Toy Story” and “Toy Story 2.”

Currently, Ermey can be seen in the History Chan-
nel’s “Mail Call.” During each episode, Ermey 
reads questions submitted by viewers about topics 
ranging from military vehicles to weapons used 
throughout history. 

Ermey was the warm up act for the keynote 
speaker, Brigadier General Maria  L. Britt, of the 
United States Army. General Britt is the Com-
manding General of the Georgia National Guard. 
She gave a touching speech, which included anec-
dotes about her and her husband, Colonel Timothy 
Britt and their three daughters.

The veteran’s ceremony was emceed by Moby and ended with a lunch at the Cobb Civic 
Center for all who attended the event.

You can learn more about CaringBridge through the Wounded Warrior website:

https://www.woundedwarriorproject.org/

CHIEF’S MESSAGE continued from page one
for us who manage the budget and we all have done extremely well.  Of course 
this would not have been possible except for the efforts of each and every one 
of you to help us, especially in the area of fuel usage.  This budget year presents 
new challenges that we will have to face due to the economy and we will work 
through this as we have in the past.  We must remember to continue to conserve 
fuel, watch our driving habits, and be careful.

Reecting on the last twelve months, I can truly say that I am so honored to see 
the difference our uniform ofcers are making all over Cobb County.  Also, this 
has been an extremely productive year for our specialty units, like the Quality 
of Life Unit and the V.I.P.E.R. Unit.  These and other units are working exactly 
as we had hoped.  I look forward to seeing the new ways we all ght crime in 
2009.

Finally, take some time to spend with your own families and enjoy the season.  It 
is a wonderful time of year to settle in and enjoy friends and family.  If you are 
traveling, be safe.  I wish all of you a happy and safe Holiday.
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October 28, 2008

Lundyn Aiyana Byrum
Detective Jon Byrum and Nicole Byrum

November 11, 2008

Conner Smith
Ofcer Tim Smith and Celest Smith

Madison Nicole Soltes
Ofcer Chris Soltes and Wife

COBB COUNTY POLICE
 BABIES

Ofcers Go Door-to-Door
to Save Lives

Captain Tom Arnold
Ofcer Nathan McCreary
Cobb County Police Department

AUSTELL - The Magnolia Crossing Apartments on Six Flags Drive had 10 apartments damaged by re in June 
2008, but the heroic effort by Cobb County Police Ofcers prevented this devastating event from becoming a tragic 
loss of life.

At approximately 0230 hours, Lieutenant James Bullock, Sergeant J.B. Wade, Ofcer W.J. Wise, and Ofcer Victor 
Rodriguez responded to the 911 call regarding the apartment re. Once close to the scene the apartment re could 
be seen from Factory Shoals Road, which is approximately a half mile away. When ofcers arrived, the re depart-
ment was not on scene and many residents had not yet 
evacuated. The ofcers immediately went door to door 
knocking and in some cases kicking in the doors as they 
tried to evacuate the building. The re and smoke on 
the second oor was too intense for ofcers to be able 
to reach the apartments. The ofcers moved to evacuate 
the three oors on the other side of the building. The 
re and smoke had become so severe that residents on 
the second oor began jumping from windows. Many 
residents were injured from the fall. Once reghters 
arrived and began attacking the re,  the ofcers 
assisted medical personnel with setting up two medical 
triage areas. The most severely injured were  treated in 
a triage near the apartments while others were treated at 
triage out by Six Flags Drive. The ofcers then began to 
evacuate the building adjacent to the one on re in the event the re jumped to the other building. The ofcers 
performed well above the call for duty that night and the re department was very appreciative of all the help. For 
the responding ofcers efforts, the South Cobb Division of the Cobb Chamber of Commerce recognized them at 
an awards ceremony in October.

Magnolia Crossing Apartments the morning after the 
blaze that destroyed 10 apartments. Courtesy of the AJC
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Peace Ofcers Annuity and Benet Fund

EDITORIAL

Lieutenant Jeff Adcock
Cobb County Police Department

Over the years I have heard countless stories of Cobb Police Ofcers who are either not familiar with or have not 
joined the Peace Ofcer Annuity and Benet Fund (POAB). I have also heard stories of regret from retirees or those 
close to retirement that wish they had joined the fund early in their career. The POAB was created by the Georgia 
Legislature in 1950 in order to provide for the paying of benets to Georgia 
Peace Ofcers upon their retirement.  As of July 2007 the fund had assets 
that totaled $485,000,000 with 12,971 active members and a retirement roll 
of 2,967.  Contributions to the fund are derived from both its members, who 
pay $20.00 per month into the fund, as well as a portion of all Georgia nes, 
fees and forfeitures. Currently a member who retires with 30 years of service 
could draw $732.00 per month from the fund. That same member would 
have paid into the fund no more than $7200.00 over their entire career. 
Within ten months of retirement the retiree would have received from the fund more than they had paid into it over 
their career. As you can see the POAB is almost “too good to be true,” it’s free money that you can draw on over and 
above any retirement benet you receive from Cobb County. One would be hard pressed to nd any other benet such 
as the Peace Ofcer and Annuity Fund that provides so much for so little.

In order to join the fund a ofcer only has to complete and submit a few forms to POAB and then contribute $20.00 
per month into the fund for the remainder of their career up to 30 years.  Normally ofcers simply set up an automatic 
monthly draft from their bank account to the POAB. Currently, upon retirement the fund pays $24.41 per year of 
service per month. Any partial year of service is prorated. Up to 5 years previous service can be “bought back” after 
joining the fund. In order to better illustrate the POAB benet please see the stats below:

  Years of Service              Monthly Benet
   10    $244.10   
   20    $488.20   
   30    $732.30   

If you join the POAB and then decide to pursue a career outside of Law Enforcement you can get a refund for most of 
what you paid into the fund.  The fund also includes a small death benet as well.

No matter if you are one of the newest members of the Cobb County Police Department or plan on retiring more than 
10 years from now you should seriously consider taking the time to join the POAB. Specic information, frequently 
asked questions and downloadable forms are available at the POAB web site which can be found by performing a 
Google search for POAB or go the web site poab.georgia.gov.

Page 9



Getting to Know:
Captain Jerry Quan

Sergeant Dana Pierce
Cobb County Police Department

Captain Jerry Quan started his law enforcement career with the Georgia 
State University Police Department in 1988. The experiences he had 
there paved the way for his next twenty years as a Cobb County Police 
Ofcer.  After being hired by Cobb County in 1989, his rst stop was 
to the Cumberland Mall precinct. Although it was a busy precinct, Quan 
enjoyed it because he knew the area well. He grew up in the South 
Cobb High School area after his mother and father ed Florida during 
the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1966. Quan attended Kennesaw College from 
1980-1982 before joining the United States Marine Corps as a radar 
technician. He was honorably discharged as a Sergeant in 1986.. “I am 
very thankful to the Corps for the experience I gained and the travels I 
had, especially my duty station in Hawaii.”

Quan’s mother and father started as many as ve different Chinese 
restaurants in the Atlanta area, so when he needed a job after the military, 
he went to work for his father. After a couple of years he realized that restaurant work was not his calling. Quan turned 
to law enforcement. Though he enjoyed his time with Georgia State University, his “true calling” was when he was 
hired by the Cobb County Police Department.  Cobb County was also where he and his six brothers and sisters grew 
up.  “In my own way, I felt this was a way I could give back to the community, and when my siblings moved away 
from Georgia, I couldn’t think of any other place to be than Cobb County.”  Quan takes pride in the fact that Sergeant 
Chuck Mapes was his FTO, and as an FTO himself, his only two recruits, Detective Lisa Wells and Sergeant Bonnie 
Tatum, are still working and prospering with the department. 

After Precinct 3, Quan was assigned to the M.C.S. Narcotics Unit where he was paired up with now, Colonel Beck 
with the Sheriff Department. He laughs when he talks about the commander back then, Major Jimmy Maxwell.  
“Jimmy used to brag about how M.C.S. had the only two oriental agents in the state of Georgia,” said Quan.  He 
added, “And I also enjoyed working and training other agents for three and a half years before returning to the 
Uniform Division at Precinct 3.”  In 1997, Quan was promoted to Sergeant and transferred to Precinct 1. After about 
a year and a half, he was transferred to the Detective Bureau at C.I.U.4. He remained there until he was promoted to 
Lieutenant in 2003.  As a Lieutenant, he was again assigned to the Uniform and Detective Bureaus at Precinct 3. In 
December 2007, he was promoted to Captain and assigned to his current position as commander of Precinct 1.

Quan’s wife of 17 years, Hang is a Vietnam refugee and they have four kids between them, the youngest being a 
senior at Walton High School. Quan says, “Part of having family values is working and being together in harmony.” 
Quan treats his law enforcement family the same way he likes to be treated himself. He believes in transparency 
and openness and has an open door policy with respect to the chain of command. “I care about the advancement of 
my ofcers, and I believe in judging them based on their merits,” said Quan. “I also feel that a person must be able 
to handle their current assignment before they can move on or get promoted. I strive to provide an environment to 
support ofcers who can rise to their optimum level.  My goal is to take care of my ofcers and run the best precinct 
that I can. And if my career were to end today, I would have to say that it has been a blessing to have lived and 
worked in Cobb County,” said Quan.
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Ofcer Nathan McCreary
Cobb County Police Department

Cobb County Police Ofcer Anibal Lopez was recently honored at the Cobb Chamber of Commerce Public Safety 
Appreciation event. The annual event honors public safety ofcials who have done an outstanding job reaching out 
to the community.

Ofcer Lopez was recognized as the Public Safety 
Employee of the Year during the ceremony. Lopez has 
been a strong connection between the police department 
and the local Latino community. Lopez spends most of 
his time patrolling precinct four, but when needed, he 
serves as an instructor at the DPS Training Academy. 
He also spends his some weekends doing community 
outreach with Latino radio stations.

“I was surprised,” said Lopez. “To tell you the truth, I 
didn’t even know when they called my name. One of the 
V.I.P.E.R. guys had to nudge me with his elbow and say 
‘that is you, dude.’ I could not believe it.” Lopez also 
commented on how much he appreciates the award as 
Public Safety Employee of the Year. “I was very humbled. To know that my peers, supervisors and others think so 
highly of me that they even nominated me, I am just humbled,” said Lopez.

The Cobb Chamber of Commerce also recognized Cobb County Fire 
Lieutenant  Jeff Biddy for his quick action delivering CPR and using a 
defribulator on a man who collapsed at a softball game. Biddy was pre-
sented the Award of Merit. Ofcer Michael Carlson of Marietta Police 
was given a Medal of Valor for his role in stopping a wrong-way driver 
on I-75. The driver was DUI and was forced to stop due to a tactical 
vehicle maneuver performed by Carlson. The Distinguished Achieve-
ment Award was given to Sgt. Dane Freeman from Chatahoochee Tech 
for his role in developing an innovative emergency procedures plan 
for the university.

The Cobb Chamber of Commerce is a private organization that represents Cobb County’s diverse, dynamic business 
community. The largest county-based chamber in the state, the Cobb Chamber provides members diverse business 
opportunities to positively impact their bottom line. The Cobb Chamber’s mission is to strengthen the economy, 
promote the community, build solid relationships and promote quality customer service. Being a member of the Cobb 
Chamber means investing in the future of your business and community. For more information visit cobbchamber.com 
on the web.

Cobb Ofcer Recognized
by Chamber of Commerce
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e-Subpeona Junk Filter
Ofcer Vance Deupree
Cobb County Police Department

Some eSubpoenas may be delivered to an employee’s “Junk E-mail” folder.  If you nd that an eSubpoena has been 
delivered to “Junk E-mail”, there is a simple solution.
Click on the “Junk E-mail” folder to open that folder. 
Click on the eSubpoena so that it is highlighted. 
RIGHT click on the E-mail to open an options menu (see below). 
Move your mouse pointer down to “Junk E-mail”. 
Click on “Add Sender to Safe Senders List”.

This will prevent any future emails received from Esubpoena@cobbcounty.org from being sent to “Junk E-mail”.

Also, the Barracuda spam lter (different than Junk E-mail) was changed by I.S. to allow these items to be delivered to 
the respective E-mail accounts.  Barracuda will not “catch” these emails as they are internal emails.


